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“EF0 TORNADO, 0.25 MILE DAMAGE 

PATH, ESTIMATED 75 MPH WIND 

SPEED. DAMAGE INCLUDES 

UPROOTED TREES, BROKEN CAR 

WINDOWS, AND BROKEN SIGNAGE. NO 

STRUCTURAL DAMAGE OR INJURIE 

(STO)” 

Tornado 

and Hail! 

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/arx/Stormready/WFOlist.php
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/arx/Stormready/WFOlist.php


Conditions at sunrise Massive ridge 
amplification ahead 
extratopical system 
will cause another 
trough to dig into 

Gulf of Alaska 

Stream of moisture 
shifted south; dry 

conditions for most of 
CA 

IR 

500 hPa 



Conditions at sunrise 

IR  

Composite radar 

OAK Sounding  

Surface 

NCFR 

Orographics 

24-h precip 



SPD S-prof 

CFC profiler 

More obs 

Strong SW 
prefrontal flow 

backs to southerly 
then to weak 

easterly overnight 

Precip shuts off as 
dynamical and 

orographic forcing 
shifts to south 



Short-range outlook: 12Z 27 Feb – 12Z 28 Feb 

500 hPa Z & vort 12Z 27 Feb  12Z 28 Feb  

850 hPa Z, T, & RH 850 hPa Z, T, & RH precip 

Short-wave ridge in 
place over next 24 
hours; generally 
clear and cool 

conditions for CA 

Next trough forms 
over Gulf of Alaska 

Developing system 
brings widespread 
precip to Pac NW, 

some light 
orographic precip in 

far northern CA 

Generally weak N-
component flow 

over CA 



Medium-range forecast: 1–3 Mar 



500 hPa Z & vort 

850 hPa Z, T, & RH 

IWV 

850 hPa Z, T, & RH 850 hPa Z, T, & RH 

IWV IWV 

precip precip precip 

12Z 1 Mar  00Z 2 Mar  00Z 3 Mar  Trough digs SW 
under strong ridge 
over central N Pac 

Precip continues 
along N coastal CA 

S-stream system interacts with 
trailing baroclinic zone, undergoes 

baroclinic development, accelerates 
toward CA  

Strong dynamics 
combined with nice surge 

of warm, moist air 
produces widespread 

precip 



Last night’s EC solution at 00Z 2 Mar  



Long-range outlook 132 h and 

beyond 



500 hPa Z & vort 

MSLP, thickness, precip 

00Z 4 Mar 06Z 5 Mar  12Z 6 Mar 

General large-scale 
pattern persists… 

Disturbances 
develop along 

strong SW storm 
track and impact 

West Coast 



Long-range outlook from 00Z (last night) EC 


